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INTEFN.tTICNAL  VILIT.J^Y  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAOT 


THE  UNITED  ST^iTES  OF  AKiEICA,  et  al 

-vs- 

j4R«kKI,  gadao*  at  al 

S’..0PN  DEPOSITION 

Deponent  I  H>iT0YAMA|  lohiro 

Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and  in 
accordance  with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  country  I  hereby  depose 
as  follows. 
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1*  I  am  HATOYjA!A,  Ichiro,  and  at  present  reside  at  No*  2174  KARUIZAWA* 

I  was  an  official  of  the  SEIYUKAI  Party  about  1931*  appointed 

Minister  of  Education  when  the  INUIO'il  Cabinet  was  formed,  and 
remained  in  the  same  post  in  the  succeeding  SAITO  Cabinet  until  the 
spring  of  1934.  Consequently  I  worked  with  Vr.  ARsKI  who  was  the  /. 
Minister  of  »ar  in  these  Cabinets* 

2*  The  appointment  of  Mr.  .*FuJa  ns  Minister  of  lar  was  requested  to  the 
Snperor,  in  the  customary  wry,  w/  Mr*  INUIGil*  No  issue  was  raised 
in  any  way  in  regard  to  th.ls*  *it  that  time  I  did  not  hear  of  any 
recommendation  or  behind-the-scene  maneuvering  (T.N*  in  regard  to  the 
^  appointment  of  i*RAKI)  except  the  x'sconHuendation  made  by  the  big  three 
of  the  Army* 
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3*  -»t  the  time  of  the  foxirvetlon  of  the  lNUK.iI  Cebinet*  Japan  was  facing 

many  difficulties  both  at  home  and  abroad*  Her  home*front  was 
unsteady  and  many  unhealthy  si^s  were  noticed.  Outwardly,  there 
was  general  anxiety  in  regaxv’.  to  the  Manchurian  problem*  Those 
days  were  so  crucial  that  the  lUKATSUKI  Cabinet  was  forced  to  resign 
after  the  unsuccessful  attempts  to  tide  orer  the  difficult  situation 
by  reorganizing  itself  into  a  coalition  cabinet, 

4«  The  INUKAI  Cabinet  made  every  possible  effort  to  find  a  way  out  of 
the  hopeless  economic  depression  and  to  bring  to  a  solution  tto 
impending  Manchurian  problem.  Premier  LWAI,  soon  after  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  his  Cabinet,  established  a  policy  r:*.  gold  embeu?go,  and 
dealt  with  the  economic  stabilization,  policy.  Then  by  combining  a 
policy* which  had  been  discussed  in  the  SEIYUKAI  Party  and  a  report 
on  military  matters  made  by  T.ar  Minister  ARAKI  which  he  received  a 
few  days  after  the  formation  of  his  cabinet,  he  defined  on  or  about 
Dec,  7,  the  cabinet's  policy  on  the  prevailing  situations, 

5m  When  Manchukuo  became  an  independent  state  the  cabinets  stand  was 
a  very  serious  one.  According  to  a  cabinet  report  made  sometime 
about  the  middle  of  January,  1932,  the  local  Manchurian  officials  wore 
so  enthusiastic  that  it  w..s  difficult  to  keep  them  under  control,  but 
the  cabinet  stuck  to  ito  pci  ley  non-intervention.  War  Minister 
ARAKI  was  always  prudent  cr.u  stressed  that  the  situation  should  be 
observed,  and  that  the.  situation  should  be  loft  to  the  Manchurians 
without  our  unieaaonable  interferences.  The  Premier  who  was  con¬ 
currently  the  Poreigp  Minister  agreed  with  him  on  that  point.  War 
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Minister  iJiAXI  left  all  diploirntio  affaire  to  the  Foreign  Minister! 
except  the  matter  of  maintaining  peace  and  order*  In  the  meatimei 
Mr*  YCciiirAViA  waa  appointed  Foreign  minister  late  in  January!  but 
there  was  no  change  as  far  as  the  foreign  policy  was  concerned* 

6»  The  Shanghai  Incident  arceo  betv.een  our  navy  euid  some  of  the  local 
people*  The  governixnt  recoived  a  report  on  the  incident  end  it .was 
desired  that  the  Army  dispntch  troops  to  Shanghai*  At  the  Cabinet 
meeting  the  troop  disjatch  was  dacided  and  the  incident  came  to  an  j 

end  soon  after*  bar  Minister  aRaIU  was  very  eager  to  solve  the 
incident  speedily  and  when  he  withdrew  the  entire  troops  immediately 
after  the  hostilities  ceased  the  T^ublic  v.as  deeply  impressed* 

7*  The  cabinet  was  changed  as  a  result  'bo  May  15  Incident  1  but  I  | 

remained  in  office  in  the  SAIIO  Cabinet*  War  Minister  ARAKI  tendered  | 

his  resignation  first*  liowever,  because  of  the  earnest  desire  of  | 

premier  SAITO  and  because  of  the  fact  that  the  army  had  very  little 
to  do  with  the  May  If  Incident*  he  also  remained  in  offic''.  '' 

SAITO  Cabinet  was  "a  national  cabinet"  and  included  ropresentiiti* 

t 

I 

from  the  two  leading  political  parties*  At  that  time  the  recogni-  ij 

tion  of  Manchukuo  was  being  voiced  by  the  public*  A  resolution  was 

made  to  reoog^ze  "arch'-* rip  at  the  62nd  session  of  the  Imperial  | 

Diet  by  the  three  political  j'rties,  and  the  popular  sentiment  I 

became  very  strong.  Rua'.iL-r.j  the  healthy  development  of  the  new 

state,  the  eiovernment  decided  to  cooperate  with  this  movement* 
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Sometino  in  Au^^ust,  if  I  remember  corieotly,  the  cabinet  deliberated 
on  the  matter  and  came  to  a  decision  to  recognize  yanchukuof  after 
the  Foreign  Ministry's  explanation  that  the  State  of  I'anchukuo  should 
bo  regarded  as  a  disruption  of  China  and  the  recognition  of  the 
new  state  was  not  a  violation  of  the  International  Law,  Hence  the 
government  made  this  public  late  in  August  and  formally  recognized 
Vonchukuo  on  September  15 »  and  then  concluded  the  Protocol, 

ResjMcting  the  opinion  of  then  Foroi^pi  Klnistor  UCHllU,tbo  \’'ur  Vinistor 
left,  as  in  the  case  of  Manchukuo's  recognition  all  diplomatic 
affairs  to  the  foreign  minister.  There  was  no  argument  worth 
mentioning  relative  to  this  question  r*  tie  cabinet  meetings. 
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Thenoelorth,  all  problana  bet«.en  Japan  and  ManahnlMO  aara  handlad 
from  the  Tina  point  of  joint  military  lofanaa  an!  In  eaooraanoo 
with  the  Japan-T'fenchukuo  protocol. 

With  resard  to  cui’  policy  tovrards  the  leasue  of  flations,  the 
cabinet  never  had  any  l;ite:ition  to  withdraw  fron.  the  laag*  and 
Plenipotentian-  hr4  boon  sufficiently  advised  to  tnier- 

dtcnd  this. 

War  «nister  also  strongly  sought  to  have  an  raiderstanding 

with  the  League  and  nsisted  on  staying  in  tha  orgenizotion  until 
the  last  moment,  but  since  the  resolution  of  the  general  meeting 
was  too  far  fron  the  idea  of  the  gover-^ut,  Jepan  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  from  the  League.  I  symphaeized  with  the  pacifistic  end 
humanitarian  way  of  thinking  of  Wai  '  .Tter  and  among  the 

cabinet  members  I  was  Uarticularly  iutlrrnto  with  him.  As  I  saw 
him  make  no  snail  efforts  in  bringing  the  Idanchurian  Incident  to 
an  end,  I  was  also  greatly  delighted  at  seeing  him  srtisfied  with 
the  concl«plon  of  the  Tangku  Agreement. 

Japan  withdrew  from  the  League  of  Nations  because  of  I  er  fcil  u  < 
get  an  Industanding  of  the  Laegue.'.  By’  the  subsequent  conclusion  0; 
the  Tangku  Agreoraent.  The  affairs  relative  to  the  military 

.  I  • 

operations  in  lirchurie  oS'^a  to  an  end.  Ti*om  that  tine  until 
his  resignation,  VTar  lirie-.e-'  .-^Aia  made  efforts  to  solve  inter¬ 
national  problems  confror*-!.*/  Japan  end  to  rolipvo  tbo-poQplo  6t  thoir 
anxiety.  For  about  kxf  a  year  ho  had  jjersuaded  Premier  SALTO 
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in  his  effort  to  adjust  international  relations  end  relations  between 

national  defense  and  diplomacy,  end  to  solve  the  problems  of  the 

farm-villages.  At  the  seme  time  he  attended  the  five  minister's 

conferences  on  the  domestic  and  foreign  Problems.  Above  all,  I 

toiow  that  M:.  proposed  a  peace  conference  with  a  view  to 

bringing  about  peace  in  the  Par  East,  and  made  effort  ^iowarc  the 

issuance  of  a  decree  of  amnesty. 

AlUia,  while  delibereting  on  the  contemplated  plan,  was  obliged 

to  resign  his  post  because  of  his  illness.  When  I  called  at  his 
house  to  convey  the  idea  of  the  Cabinet  and  urged  him  to  remain 
in  his  post,  he  did  not  chongo  his  intention  to  resign;  he  said 
from  tda. sick-bed  that  since  it  was  now  too  late- to  formulate,  a 
national  policy  to  stabilize  the  domestic  and  foreign  situation, 
and  since  he  will  be  unable  to  fight  for  it  in  the  Diet  when  he 
recovers  and  since  it  is  too  important  not  to  do  anything  about, 
ho  is  resigning  in  order  to  have  some  suitable  person  to  take  over 

I 

his  post  and  cairy  out  his  ideas. 

Both  the  Cabinet  and  the  Diet  understood  the  circumstances  of  the 
War  Mnister's  absence  from  the  Diet  ses-alcns  and  the  Cabinet  meet¬ 
ings.  But  M*.  very  eager  to  fromulate  a  national  Policy, 

insisted  that  to' be  absent  from  the  sessions  of  the  Diet  is  no 
different  from  "not  being  in  the  post  of  War  lAnister."  He 
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would  not  change  his  ndnd  to  I’esign,  As  far  as  I  can  remenfcer,  the 
basic  plan  which  expressed  his  views  was,  at  that  tinxs,  presented  to 
‘the  Bforaier.  Having  had  a  regard  for  the  Diet,  he  used  to  tell  us 

%  • 

that  any  opinion  and  view  should  be  freely  expressed  in  the  Diet.  ! 
Therefore,  at  this  time  when  the  notional  policy  was  being  formu¬ 
lated  he  intended  to  take  a  full  advontogo  of  the  freedom  of  speech  ‘ 
in  the  Diet*  Ha  experienced  difficulties  particularly  in  bringing 
about  the  settleioant  of  the  l.tnohurian  Incident;  in  oa-der  to  end 
the  hostilities,  he  tried  to  keep  the  overseas  troops  under  control 
on  one  hand,  end  on  the  other  hand  he  tried  to  keep  the  balance 
within  the  nation.  Because  of  this,  his  attitude  was  branded  as 
being  half-hearted  and  was  placed  along  with  the  other  cabinet 
members  on  the  assassination  list  in  the  SiIIJ2=ETAI  incident. 

12*  Mr.  ARAKI  oxceptlonel  eager  to  cooperate  with  the  Cabinet  members 
and  to  keep  the  situation  under  control*  As  time  wont  on  he  tried  to  V 
be  even  more  harmonious  with  the  Cabinet  and  at  the  end  of  I932  and 
again  in  1933  he  leaned  backwards  to  make  a  concession  in  the  budget 
in  favor  of  the  Navj'  at  a  groat  socrifico  on  the  part  of  the  Army* 

All  the  persons  concerned  were  deeply  moved  by  his  action  that 
saved  the  Cabinet  from  the  collapse*  Vfar  Iftnister  ARAKI  took  this 
stop  as  he  believed  that  the  friction  between  the  Amy  end  the  Navy  . 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  this  country,  which,  he  feared,  might  delay 
tho  settlement  of  the  Fbnehurian  Incident* 
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13*  had  never  said  in  Cabinet  meetings  that  he  v;as  against  : 

'  I 

something  just  because  of  the  opposition  from  the  Army  oirole 

‘  ....  I 

*  ■5l’:at  lie  had  to  eoi.s'ilt  the  Amy  officers  before  making  a  «  1 

dte.isior.e  In  the  Cabinet  meeting  he  al'^^ays  discussed  freely 

I 

vxth  the  other  ministers  \7^®^®ver  he  considered  necessary  to  be  ] 

oiiscussed  from  the  general  point  of  view  and  gave  his  consent  to 
the  metiers  vhljh  he  thought  justifiable.  At  that  time  the  people 
used  to  sa/i  •'influence  of  the  men  of  Icfwer  ranks  over  these  of 
bighsr  rai'.ks%  .  Bu.t  Kr.  .Rill’s  attitude  in  the  Cabinet  meetings 
revaaled  no  such  indj cation* 

14*  I  think  it  was  as. ‘one  of  the  Cabinet  mootings  held  in  the  sjjring  of 
ef  ?33  '‘hat  yxo  jiHAKl  asked  the  other  members  to  express  their 
opj.ru Ci*3  fraiu^y ,  and  not  to  be  biased  by  the  past  actions  of  the  |i 

army  booau,*ie  he  iUvOndod  to  tLeke  the  Amy  sound  and  strictly 
diociplins.d.  I  remomber  Finance  Kinistsr  TAKAHASKI'and  he  had  1 

a  ff'fjRv  dsil  in  comroi  to  talk  about.  Though  being  antagonlstle  | 

to  Coru'.an  e.g?d  Finance  Minister  TAKAIIASHI  sympathized  l‘ 

with  it.  ARt'iid  Oinccming  the  letter’s  policy  of  cleaning  up  the 
Army,  and  they  placed  confidence  in  each  other. 

f"  I 

« 

45-t  ''.han  Mr.  was  the  chief  of  the  General  staff  in  the  spring  ; 

of  lf-25,  I  v'tnt  to  see  iiim  to  ask  his  opinion  on  the  question  ; 

1 

I  of  orienting  ^hs  political  parties  in  regard  to  the  disarmament 

J  lb  shoved  me  his  studies  on  war  declarations  which  he 

i 
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used  before  the  World  iiar  1  when  he  was  professor  of  the  Army 
G^iueral  Staff  College.  lie  said  that  there  niust  be  sound 
justifications  for  war  and  war  should  not  be  waged  without  such 
jufttificeticn.  Citing  the  enesiples  of  various  countries,  he  ; 

■'t 

'  • 

exprssted  his  vie\s  on  the  e.nna'Tient  and  war. 

16.  2r?r  since  Vr*  .JLJCI  resigned  as  lar  Minister,  he  had  always  been 
in  obacurityr  Ha  was  e:':treinely  concerned  about  the  5<China 
Inv-idont  and  the  Creator  East  Asia  bar.  Whenever  I  saw  him 
in  private  meotings  in  those  doys,  he  maintained  that  proper  steps 
should  be  taken  iiroiediataly  to  meet  the  situation.  Jfe  was 
luhappy  for  not  being  able  to  do  anything  about  it. 

C  On  this  28th  day  of  Aug,  lo47 
At  2174,  KiP.UI7.^V« 

^  EEFONiiKT  /S/  HvTOYAltA,  Ichiro  (seal) 

I,  loICDOIltt,  Jiro.,  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement 
was  swevn  oj  the  re.unont,  w>io  affixeu  his  signature  and  seal 
thereto  in  tho  presence  of  this  Witness. 

On  the  saEo  date,  at  tho  sane  place. 

Witness!  /S/  TOKUOKA,  Jiro  (seal) 

OATH 

In  accordance  with  rj'  oonsoionco  I  swear^ to  tell  the  whole 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothii^g. 

/S/  H*\T0YAMA,  lohirB  (seal) 
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